OLD MOBB
she would give him nothing, and that he should severely
suffer for this affront. Adding that he might touch her if
he durst.
" Madam," says Old Mobb, " that haughty French
spirit will do you no good here. I am an English freebooter;
and insist upon it as my native privilege to seize all foreign
commodities. Your money indeed is English, and the
prodigious sums that have been lavished on you will be a
lasting proof of English folly; nevertheless, all you have
is confiscated to me by being bestowed on such a worthless
b------h.   I am king here, madam, and I have a whore to
keep on the public contributions as well as King Charles.
It is for this that I collect of all that pass, and you shall
have no favour from me/' As soon as he had spoken he fell
on board her in a very boisterous manner, so that her Grace
began to cry out for quarter, telling him she would deliver
all she had. She was as good as her word; for she surrendered
two hundred pounds in money, which was in the seat of
the coach, besides a very rich necklace, which her royal cully
had lately given her, a gold watch and two diamond rings.
Not long after the committing of this robbery, Old Mobb
met with Sir George Jeffreys, at that time Lord Chief
Justice of the King's Bench, as he was going to his country
seat. My Lord Chief Justice upon the road was no more
than another man; for Old Mobb disabled two servants
that attended him, by shooting one through the arm, and the
other through the thigh, and then stopped the coach, and
demanded his Lordship's money. Jeffreys had before this
made himself sufficiently famous, by his Western Assizes,
and other very severe proceedings, so that he imagined his
name carried terror enough in it to intimidate any man; but
he was mistaken in Old Mobb, who had courage to speak
his mind without any respect to persons, and when his
Lordship told him his name only said he was glad he could
be revenged on him in any manner for putting him in bodily
fear at Hertford Assizes a few months before. " According
to law, my Lord/7 says he, " I might charge a constable
with you, and bind you over to the Quarterly Sessions, for
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